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Construction Activity in Ohio 


HE value of construction contracts awarded in Ohio 
T in 1936, was almost $44 million above 1935. The total 
ot $163 million was the highest since 1931, and was double 
the total for 1932, the low year for the depression. The 
increase from 1935 resulted from expansion in all types 
of construction except public works and utilities, which 
dropped slightly below the 1935 total. 

The 1986 increase in dollar volume was divided about 
equally between residential and non-residential construc- 
tion with the gain in residential construction amounting 
to $21.7 million as compared with $23.4 million for non- 
residential. In the non-residential classification educa- 
tional building was the only type to drop below the 1935 
total. Commercial building expanded by $7.3 million and 
industrial building by $11.7 million. 

Non-residential building accounted for 43.5 per cent of 
the value of all contracts awarded in 1936, residential 
building for 35.5 per cent of the total, and public works 
and utilities contracts for 21.0 per cent. The decline in 
the relative position of public works and utilities contracts 
to total contracts in 1936 was due primarily to the increase 
in residential and non-residential contracts. In 1932, pub- 
lic works and utilities contracts accounted for 48.7 per 


cent of the total and in both 1933 and 1934, to more than 
one-half of the value of all contracts awarded. Residential 
building in 1933 and 1934 accounted for only slightly more 
than 15 per cent of the value of all building and was sub- 
stantially below the dollar value of public works and 
utilities contracts. Non-residential building, also, in both 
1933 and 1934 trailed public works and utilities contracts 
both in actual dollar amount and as a percentage of the 
total. In 1935, other types of building than public works 
and utilities expanded rapidly, and 1936 saw an accelera- 
tion in the rate of expansion. 

During 1936, there was re-established, for the first time 
since 1928, substantially the same percentage relationship 
between residential, non-residential, and public works and 
utilities construction as prevailed during the period just 
prior to 1928. The total dollar volume of construction in 
1936 was small, relative to the 1927 peak, and to the first 
two years of the post-1929 period. The 1936 expansion did 
not carry the dollar volume in any of the major classifica- 
tions much beyond the 1931 volume, and public works and 
utilities and educational building contracts were slightly 
below the 1931 totals (see table on page 4). 


VALUE OF CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED IN OHIO, BY TYPES OF 
CONSTRUCTION, 1926-1936 


(Based on F. W. Dodge Corporation Reports) 
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EMPLOYMENT AND PAYROLLS IN OHIO* 
February, 1937 


INDEX 
1926 = 100 CHANGE Payrolls : 


Fe. | Feb. | 
Industrial Group Feb.» |Jan.e| 1987 | 1987 1987 
from 
1987 | 1987 | * 


% 
ALL INDUSTRIES (7870) .... 108 100 8 14 7 
Total a (2076)... 107 102 5 14 9 
Chemicals (104) ........... 112 107 t 5 13 12 
Food Products (228). 106 102 4 4 4 
Bakery Products ( 63) -. 148 145;+ 2 7 8 
Miscellaneous (165) ...... 90 86 5 2 5 
Lumber Products (107)..... 88 88 5 81 14 
Furniture (41) .......... 101 94 q 35 17 
Miscellaneous (66) ....... 71 72 @ 18 6 
Machinery (187) ....... _—— 182 124;+ 6 24 8 
ec. Mach., App. and Sup- 

186 172 t 8 26 9 
Machine Tools (55)....... 126 124 2 82 8 
Material Handling and 

Power Mach. (9)......- 97 91i+ 6\|+ 8 + 12 
Spec. Purpose Mach. and 

Appliances (4) ........ 100 2 @ t qT 

Metal Products (607)....... 1ll 109|+ 2 |+ 19 4 
Foundry Prod. and Drop 

Forgings (274) ........ 128 120|+ 2 | + 26 + 6 

Pipes, Pumps, Valves, and 
umbers’ Sup. (14). 68 9 i+ 6|— 8 


Screw Mach. Products and. 


Hardware (42) ........ 105 104 @ t t 6 
Sheet Metal Works (58)... 118 112/+ 56 16 11 
Steel Works and Rolling 

119 118 16 @ 
Stoves and Furnaces (36). 159 121| + 32 9 + 64 
Miscellaneous (108) ...... 141 2 32 4 

Paper and Printing (290)... 122 120;+ 2 8 3 
Paper, including Station- 

131 128;+ 2 t 15 + 5 
Print. and Publish. (215). 116 114 t 2 4 2 
Miscellaneous (49) ....... 115 112 3 t 6 9 

Rubber Products (46)....... 85 85 @ 5 10 
Tires and Tubes (14)..... 81 81 @ t 1 t 10 
Miscellaneous (32) ....... 133 130|;+ 2 21 4 

Stone, Clay, and Glass 

eh) eee 105 94 t 11 16 39 
Tile (78) 89 87 6 36 10 
3038; 256) + 19 7 88 

Semi-vitreous 

China and Pottery (33). 76 T2\+ 6 t 7 + 10 

Miscellaneous (17) ....... 48 49|— 8 18 — 1 

Men’s Clothing (71)...... 187 185;+ 2 16 
Miscellaneous (78)........ 82 82 @ —114 + 2 
94 77 21 |+ 8 30 
Autos and Parts (49)..... 99 80 28 |+ 1 32 
ilway 
Miscellaneous (9) .......- 102 90 ft 18 tf 97 t 28 

Miscellaneous Man 

112 108|+ 8 6 

Non-Manufacturing (4675)... 85 @ t 9 2 

101 101 8 8 

le (Retail and Whole- 

gale) (3846) ....... 105 107;|— 1 |+ 10 @ 

Transportation and Public 

Utilities (570) ......... 81 81 @ + 7 t a 

Construction (1119)........... 51 46;/+ 9 | +108 10 


@Based on reports from individual cooperators, tabulated by the United 
States Bureau of Labor Statistics and compiled by the Ohio State Uni- 
versity Bureau of Business Research. The total number of employees 
indicated in this tabulation was 554,687 in February. Preliminary. 
Revised. “Less than 1%. 
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Footnotes to table on page 3 
®Preliminary. Revised. on reports from individual coopera- 
tors to the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics. 4Figures in paren- 
theses indicate the number of cooperating firms. *New car bills-of-sale 
filed from Clerks of Courts. (Data not available in time for this issue). 


fBased on data from the Federal Reserve Board. *Commercial failures 
reported by Dun and Bradstreet, Inc. "Industrial power consumption 


(Continued in Column 2) 


‘SUMMARY OF BUSINESS STATISTICS FOR OHIO 
February, 1937 


Feb. | Feb. | 5-Year| First 
Feb.* | Jan.» | Two 
| | 2007 | 3087 | Ave. “Months 
Jan. Feb. from | 
1987 | 1986 | | from 
Index of Gross Cash Agricultural Income. 1924-28 Average — 100 
% % % 
84 90|— 7 |+ 25 |— 6 | + 26 
89 9 14 t 11 
84 98|— 10 29 |— 8 86 
94 110;— 15 | + 54 |— 14 | + 55 
6 |+ 5 |— 8 
187 +872 | + 89 
Other Ohio Business Indicators. 1926 Average — 100 
Bank Debits Index®..... 78 87; — 10 |+ 19 6 |+ 20 
Retail Sales (828)°...... — |+38.5 | + 18.5 
Number of New Car 
Bills of Sale Filed :t 
Passenger Cars....... 15,191 | 16,286|— 6 t 28 — _ 
1,803 | 2,089 |— 12 
Index of : 
Value of Construction 
Contracts Awarded* 87 72|— 49 |+ 81 |— 28 | + 75 
Power Production". . . —_ = 
Failures :! 
38 30; + 8*|— — 23* 
Liabilities (000 Dol.) . 358 302;+ 19 |— 36 — — 24 


*Preliminary. “Revised. ‘Computed by the Department of Rural Eco- 
nomics, The Ohio State University. ‘Average daily value. Basic data 
from the Federal Reserve Board. ®*The number of reports from individ- 
ual cooperators to the Bureau of Business Research in cooperation with 
the United States Department of Commerce. Not adjusted for number 
of working days. ‘Clerks of Courts of 84 of the 88 counties in Ohio are 
now reporting. ‘*Average daily value. Basic data from F. W. 
Corporation. "Basic data from Federal Power Commission. (Data not 
available in time for — issue). a daily value. data from 
Dun and Bradstreet, Inc. *Change in number of failures. 


NEW AUTOMOBILE BILL-OF-SALE REGISTRATIONS 


8-Major Ohio Counties* 
Percentage of 
Change Total Per 
Make of Car 
Feb. | Jan. 
1987 | 1987 | 2987 | 1987 | ep. | Jan. | Total 
Jan. | Feb. | 1987 | 1987 | 497 
1987 | 1986 

2,698 | 2,868|-+ 14 | + 47 28 24 
Plymouth...... 2,100| 1,766| + 19 |+ 78 21 17 15 
Chevrolet...... 1,048 | 1,611|— 85 | — 51 10 16 20 
sawed 1, 928|/+ 11 10 9 8 
Chrysler....... 395| 297|+ 38 | +128 4 8 2 
Pontiac........ 355, 793 |— 55 4 8 6 
349| 288|+ 21 | +288 8 8 2 
382; 31 | + 3 2 3 
eee 314; 259|+ 21 | +181 3 2 2 
Gaskin... 256, 5607|— 50 | — 48 3 5 5 
Willys......... 243| 7 | +788 2 2 a) 
Studebaker. .... 228; 162|+ 47 | +117 2 1 2 
191 447|— 57 |— 2 4 5 
fayette..... 154 98|+ 66 | +297 2 rou) 2 
Lincoln oe 102 67|+ 52 | +300 1 @ @ 
72 58|+ 36 | + 92 
Graham...... 60 18 |— @ 
Hudson........ 55 65|— 15 | — 28 
Cadillac........ 82 57|— 44 |— 78 
LaSalle....... 31 85 |— 64 | + 45 

Group Total.... | 10,084 | 10,369|— 3 | + 27 99.9; 99.9] 99.9 

10,039 | 10,875] — 3 |+ 27 | 100.0] 100.0| 100.0 

i 


“Based on data provided for Cuyahoga, Franklin, Hamilton, Lucas, 
Mahoning, Montgomery, Stark, and Summit counties by Clerks of Court, 
the Cleveland Automotive Trades Association, and Toledo Automotive 
Trades Association. Based on reports by R. L. Polk and Company cov- 
ering 48 states and District of Columbia. ‘Based on 7 major counties 
same as in footnote a excluding Stark County. “Less than 1 per cent. 


Footnotes to table on page 3 (continued) 


data provided by local power companies. ‘Building occupancy is indi- 
cated by the number of gas meters in use. Basic data provided by local 
gas companies. /Construction contracts awarded as reported by F. W. 
Dodge Corporation. ‘Retail sales based on reports from individual co- 
operators to the Bureau of Business Research in cooperation with the 
United States Department of Commerce. “Temporarily discontinued for 
adjustment. —— in number of failures. “Less than 1% change. 
©)More than 1000% change. 
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BUSINESS CONDITIONS IN THE CHIEF OHIO CITIES 
(In all Indexes, 1926 = 100) 


1987 


CHANGES 


Avg. 
Feb. 
from 


Jan. 


5-Year 


Item 


1987 


1987 


1 t Indexes* Employment Indexes¢ % % % % 
All Industries (408)¢... | 92} 15 | — 
Manufacturing (85)....| m m Manufacturing (118)... 99 8 20 19 
Non-Manufact. (324)... 61 1 6 7 Non-Manufact. (285)... 80 80 0 8 
Non-Manufacturing.... @ Retail Sales* (55)........ _ — |—12.6 | + 45 
Construction........... t 3 Number of New Car Bills 
Retail Sales* (86)........ 7.8 | +45.6 of Sales Filed :* 
Passenger Cars........- 998 | 1,058|— 6 “0 Bank Deblis 108| 125|— 1 24 |— 10 | + 26 
Liabilities (Thous. Dol.) 21 — 90 — 52 
Aveda 4 1 t 2; — 119) 119 + 2 + 2 
Liabilitice (Thous. Dol.) 32 8 978 308 — 118 jue Construc. Contracts 
Indus. Power Consumption Awarded Index!........ 23 88|— 38 @ — 6/|+ 18 
Bldg. 125| 124 2 @ 2 DAYTON 
Value Construc. Contracts 
A 65 5 6 Employment Indexes* 
Awarded Index 29 18) + +288 | + ‘al Tndustrie aan). 161 148 2 25 
anufacturing Bae 
Non-Manufact. (204)..-| 121/+ 1 = 9 
Employment Indexes¢ Construction (128).... 10 10|— 6 68 69 
All Industries (214)4... | 92) 7 13} — 8 Industries 
Non-Manufact. (141)... 72 72 + 65 5 uring. ‘= 3 pie 
All Industries.......... + 7 il Sales* (27) per — | | + pe 
Non-Manufacturing. ... — Sales Filed :* 
Retail Sales (30)........ —| — — wl+u 
Number of New Car Bills 112 81 t 38 rt Jie 13 
of Sales Filed :* 78 s4|— 7 2 |— 8 31 
Passenger Cars......... 657| 682;';+ 4 t 82 i+ 6 29 
ank Debits Index’....... — 
Value Construc. Contracts Index® 232| 2380 @ + 16 a 20 
7 


Employment Indexes* 
All Industries (1782)4... 
Manufacturing (341)... 
Non-Manufact. (1094) .. 
Construction (347)..... 

Payrolls :* 

All Industries.......... 

Manufacturing......... 

Non-Manufacturing. . 


( 
Number of New Car Bills 
of Sales Filed :¢ 
Passenger Cars........-. 
ruc 


Liabilities (Thous. Dol.) 
Bldg. Occupancy Index!... 
Value Construc. Contracts 

Awarded Index) 


109| 106 
120; 115 
93 93 
48 40 


108 


Employment Indexes* 
All Industries (418)4.... 
Manufacturing (131)... 
Non-Manufact. (287)... 
Payrolls :¢ 
All Industries.......... 


Indus. Power Consumption 

Value Construc. Contracts 
Awarded Index) 


Employment Indexes‘ 
All Industries (1993)4... 98 97 
Manufacturing......... 106 
Non-Manufact. (59)... . 69 71 
Construction (494)..... 51 48 
Payrolls :* 
All Industries.......... 
Manufacturing......... 
Non-Manufacturing. .... 
Construction........... — 
Retail Sales* (78)........ 
Number of New Car Bills 
of Sales Filed :¢ 
Passenger Cars......... 3,317 | 3,705 
306 | 377 
Bank Debits Index*....... 76 84 
10 
Liabilities (Thous. Dol.) 110 75 
Bldg. Occupancy Index'... 104 104 
Value Construc. Contracts 
Awarded Index)........ 16 28 


oo 


++ 


For Footnotes see Page 2. 


Employment Indexes* 
All Industries (821)4... 
Manufacturing (59).... 
Non-Manufact. (192)... 


All Industries.......... 
Manufacturing......... 
Non-Manufacturing.... 
Construction........... 
Retail Sales* (25)........ 
Number of New Car Bills 
of Sales Filed :* 
Passenger Cars......... 


Liabilities Thous. Dol.) 
Consumption 
Bide. inden’... 
Value Construc. 


| Feb. Feb. | | First Feb. Feb. | 5-Year| First 3 
Item | 1937 | 1987 2 Mos. | 1987 | 1987 | Avg. | 2 Mos. 
from | from 1987 from | from Feb. 1987 ia 
Jan. Feb. from Jan. Feb. from | from 2 
1937 1936 fz 1986 1987 1986. Jan. 1986 
AKRON COLUMBUS 
5 
> 
119; 118)+ 5 20 18 
Re 8 140| 8 23); — ll 
— — | +118 | +16.2 _- — Number of New Car Bills 
of Sales Filed :* 
Passenger Cars.........| 921;— 8 t 20 |+ 65 18 
Bank Debits Indext.......| 88| 9|+14|— 4|4+14 | 
Commercial Failures :* ‘ a0 2° 5 3i+ 2° 2° — 2 
| iabilities (T . Dol. 
| | — ties Liabilities (Thous. Dol.) 23; 58 56 99 + 8 
| 50 186|— 73 |— 1 17 | +192 48 | 25|+ 92 |— 88 | +288 |— 6 
CLEVELAND YOUNGSTOWN 
| + — 9 90| 88 2 — 21 
+ 7 6 86 84 3 25 22 
.9 8 81) @ — 10 
+19 | — 109 58| 67|— 14 | — 64 
= om anil 4 om = 
rt, +16.4 — | +14.7 | +40.5 
ve 
ies 17 |\+ 8 25 773| 665|+ 16 41+ 4 68 : 
146 |— 8 17 Bank Debits Indext.......| 78|— 18 39 
Commercial Failures :* i 
di- 47 |\— 2 — 18 12 0 — 86 — 
— 42 |+ 59 |— 30 |— 8 116; 116 3 8 
Awarded Index)........ 72 27 | +168 — 69 
re. 


4 BULLETIN OF BUSINESS RESEARCH MARCH, 1937 
VALUE OF CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED IN OHIO, BY TYPES OF CONSTRUCTION, 1926-1986 
(Data from F. W. Dodge Corporation Reports) 

Type of Construction ! 1926 1927 1928 1929 19380 19381 1982 1933 1934 1935 1986 

000 $ | 000$ | 000$ | 000$ | 000$ | 0008 | 000$ | 0008 | 000$ | 0008 | 0008 
ese 407,148 | 455,261 | 435,271 | 381,554 | 315,068 | 177,294 81,479 84,985 95,442 | 119,118 | 163,039 
Public Works and Utilities............ 99,025 | 188,348 | 117,086 92,716 94,121 68,943 39,681 46,966 48,524 35,498 +230 
Residential Building ................++ 146,077 | 159,490 | 158,277 | 109,618 72,016 45,048 15,721 13,308 14,679 36,168 57,921 
Non-Residential Building Poeenaendiee 162,041 | 162,423 | 159,908 | 179,220 | 148,931 68,303 26,077 24,711 82,239 47,452 70,888 
Commercial Building ............... 44,578 45,4 48,413 64,770 48,419 17,069 7,682 6,974 9,880 18,460 20,884 
Educational Building ............... 24,917 29,746 25,694 26,673 28,969 18,472 2,450 3,769 2,858 10,295 8,971 
Industrial Building ..............-.. 53,757 42,283 45,765 50,868 36,329 14,479 3,169 7,792 9,948 13,141 24,897 
38,789 44,926 40,036 36,909 40,214 28,2838 12,776 6,176 9,557 10,554 16,187 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION 
% % % % % % % % % % | % 

DERE. s<vcsccewe Corcceceveccococoeorce oo 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Public Works and Utilities. 24.3 29.3 26.9 24.3 29.9 36.1 48.7 55.3 60.8 29.8 21.0 

Residential Building 35.9 35.0 36.4 28.7 22.9 25.4 19.3 15.7 15.4 30.4 | 35.5 

Non-Residential Building 39.8 35.7 36.7 47.0 47.2 38.5 $2.0 29.0 33.8 39.8 43.5 

Commercial 10.9 10.0 11.1 17.0 13.8 9.6 9.4 8.2 10.4 11.3 12.8 

a - 6.1 6.5 5.9 7.0 9.2 7.6 3.0 4.4 3.0 8.6 5.5 

Industrial . 13.2 9.3 10.5 13.3 11.5 8.2 3.9 9.2 10.4 11.0 15.3 

BD 6 occ vccwcocvcscsceccoccsocees 9.5 9.9 9.2 9.7 12.7 18.1 15.7 1.2 10.0 8.9 9. 


Ohio Retail Sales Gain in February 


HE February, 1937, sales of 828 independent retail 

stores in Ohio, aggregating $9,072,000, showed in- 
creases of 18.5 per cent over February, 1936, and 3.5 per 
cent over January, 1937. When adjustment is made for 
the number of working days (one additional day in both 
February, 1936, and January, 1937), the increases were 
23.4 per cent over February, 1936, and 7.9 per cent over 
January, 1937. 

“Heavy goods” dealers — lumber and building materials, 
automobiles, hardware, and furniture — continued to show 
the largest increases over last year. Only grocery stores 
report a decline in sales from February, 1937, and here 
the small decline of 2.3 per cent (unadjusted) is undoubt- 
edly caused by the fact that 1936 was “leap year.” 

In most lines, the usual seasonal movement resulted in 


SALES OF INDEPENDENT RETAIL STORES IN OHIO‘Y—FEBRUARY, 1937 


declines from January, 1937, but women’s specialty shops, 
furniture and appliance stores, lumber and building ma- 
terial dealers, and automobile dealers reported increases 
from the previous month. 

February, 1937, retail sales increased over last year in 
all of the chief Ohio cities. Akron and Youngstown led the 
Ohio cities in sales volume increases over February, 1936, 
registering gains of 45.6 per cent and 40.5 per cent, 
respectively. Retail sales thus directly reflect the height- 
ened industrial activity in these two industrial centers. 
Gains in other cities ranged from 4.5 per cent in Columbus 
to 25.0 per cent in Toledo. 

Detailed figures and comparisons for January and Feb- 


ruary, 1937, and February, 1986, are given in the follow- 
ing table. 


Sales Reported Number of Changes in Sales 
Number \ CHANGE From JANUARY 1987 From FEBRUARY 1986 
KIND oF BUSINESS of ‘eb. Jan. Feb. | Fes. 1987 FROM - 
Reports | i987 | 1987 | 1986 | tow | Less 
Jan. Feb. | Increase | Decrease than Increase | Decrease than 
1987 1936 2. 1% 1% 
000 $ 000 $ 000 $ % % Number | Number | Number | Number | Number | Number 
Total Grocery .......-.sseeseees 116 776 804 795 | — 3.4 | — 2.3 15 95 6 46 66 4 
Grocery without Meats........ 25 138 139 138 | — 0.5 + 4.2 3 21 1 10 16 0 
Combination Stores ........... 91 638 665 662 ae 40 | — 3.6 12 74 5 36 51 4 
Country General. ...........-.08 28 113 117 109 | — 3.6 + 3.1 5 19 4 14 18 1 
Department Stores ............. 10 524 5384 474 — 2.0 +10.4 1 ‘| 2 9 1 0 
92 1,288 1,268 1,098 — 2.4 +12.8 18 73 1 67 27 8 
Men’s and = Clothing. .... 41 394 418 378 | — 5.6 | + 4.4 8 33) Oi 0 25 14 2 
Family Clothing ............. 10 87 | 100 77 | —12.9 | +12.3 2 8 | 0 6 2 | 2 
Women’s Specialty Shops...... 17 656 | 632 554 + 3.8 +18.5 6 10 1 13 3 | 1 
24 100 | 119 88 | —15.6 | 2 22 0 18 
Motor Vehicle Dealers.......... 89 2,792 2,726 2,327 + 2.4 +20.0 39 48 | 2 52 37 0 
Filling Stations ................ 35 239 | 246 209 | — 2.6 | +14.4 18 19 3 24 mm 0 
Total Furniture and Household 
Ore 64 1,375 | 1,050 1,079 +-30.9 +27.4 49 14 1 51 10 | 3 
56 1,305 | 989 1,020 +31.9 | +28.0 45 11 0 47 7 2 
Lumber and Building Material | 
55 604 | 578 378 ++ «5.4 | +59.8 41 12 2 49 6 | 0 
OS EA eee ere 69 322 | 325 258 — 0.9 | +249 30 38 1 | 55 18 | 1 
60 460 467 399 — 14 +15.4 18 39 3 48 10 | 2 
DE Gihgdhbecetnndbdssedacnedocen 178 440 459 389 — 4.1 +13.1 32 133 13 149 20 9 
9 41 | 37 33 +10.3 +25.5 6 3 0 | 8 | 1 0 
EEE HE 17 105 | 127 84 | —17.8 | +24.4 6 11 o | 12 5 0 
Miscellaneous 6 43 28 24 i 53.6 +77.7 4 2 0 5 0 | 1 
T 
i ee 828 9,072 | 8,762 7,657 | + 3.5 | +185 277 513 38 | 579 220 29 
33.4 62.0 4.6 69.9 26.6 | 3.5 
ToTaL—Adjusted for the | | 
of working days. | 7.9 | +23.4 | | 


* Based on reports from individual cooperators to the Ohio State University Bureau of Business Research, cooperating with the United States De- 
partment of Commerce. 
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